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2021 EQA tests “Lab-focused QA” (3 modules) 

Final report of 25 September 2021 

 

 

Dear colleagues,  
 
We would like to thank you for your participation in BVDH's 2021 EQA 
test “Laboratory-focused quality assessment”. As usually, this letter 
serves as overarching final report for the three modules of this EQA test 
(Postnatal diagnostics, Prenatal diagnostics/Amniotic fluid, Prenatal di-
agnostics/CVS). We would also like to express our particular gratitude to 
the following experts for their considerable work in evaluating the karyo-
grams:  
 
Susanne Anders (Dresden), Dr. Franco Bottini (Zurich, Switzerland), Dr. 
Asta Cramer (Essen), Dr. Christian Cramer (Ingelheim), Dr. Ilona Dietze-
Armana (Neu-Ulm), Dr. Katrin Eisfeld (Ludwigshafen), Dr. Patricia Em-
merich (Freiburg), Dr. Birgitta Gläser (Freiburg), Patrizia Jung (Hom-
burg), Anja Kron (Ingelheim), Dr. Marion Krüger (Niederwangen, Swit-
zerland), Viola Langhof (Dresden), Dr. Anja Louis (Mannheim), Anne 
Pleyers (Salzburg, Austria), Dr. Andreas Rätsch (Stuttgart), Martina 
Reichert (Würzburg), Sylke Singer (Tübingen) and Ute Werner 
(Zwickau).  
 
The criteria for the evaluation are enumerated in the current version of 
the RiliBÄK, and the issued certif icate is valid for two years.  
 
As to the usual key points of the EQA evaluations: 72 laboratories (com-
pared to 80 labs last year) participated in the Laboratory-Focused QA 
Postnatal Diagnostics, with 61 laboratories (68 labs last year) in the La-
boratory-Focused QA Prenatal Diagnostics/Amniotic Fluid, and 52 labor-
atories (56 labs last year) in the Laboratory-Focused QA Prenatal Diag-
nostics/CVS, indicating that the number of laboratories is continually de-
creasing. 
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Expanded Committee for Quality Assurance  
Members elected: 
Prof. Dr. rer. nat. Jürgen Kunz (chairman) 
Dipl.-Biol. Susanne Anders 
PD Dr. rer. nat. Barbara Fritz 
PD Dr. rer. nat./med. habil. Thomas Liehr 

Dr. rer. nat. Anja Weise 
 
RT supervisors: 
Dr. rer. nat. Sebastian Eck 
Dr. rer. nat. Eveline Fiedler 
Prof. Dr. med. Claudia Haferlach 
Sarah Matos Meder, M. Sc. 
Prof. Dr. med. Harald Rieder 
Dr. med. Dieter Schäfer 
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The expert panel reviewed a total of 1,110 karyograms. For this year's retrospective evaluation of the 
chromosomes from lymphocytes, amniotic fluid and chorionic villi, the average band resolutions com-
pared to the results of the previous years are as follows:  
 

EQA test “Lab-focused QA”, module 2021 2020 2019 2018 

Postnatal diagnostics 6.36 6.29 6.13 6.34 

Prenatal diagnostics / Amniotic fluid 5.47 5.43 5.62 5.62 

Prenatal diagnostics / CVS 4.79 4.34 4.72 4.39 

 
 
Chromosomes from postnatal cytogenetics as well as prenatal cytogenetics showed a consistently 
high average quality in chromosome resolution.  
 
On the platform www.bvdh-ringversuche.de you can identify your Case ID after login under "EQA – 
completed" in the table of the respective EQA. In the result tables, which you can also download from 
the same location, you will f ind your results (three lines, one line for each month submitted) under the 
above-mentioned Case IDs.  
 
If you have any questions or are interested in participating as an expert evaluator in a future EQA, 
please contact Ms. Brandt at the QS Coordination office. (+49 2403 838054, brandt@bvdh.de) 
 
Objections to the EQA and/or EQA evaluation results can be lodged in writing or in text form by con-
tacting the QS Coordination Office (brandt@bvdh.de) before 9 November 2021. 
 
We are happy to announce that our BVDH general meeting 2021 will take place on 26 and 27 No-
vember 2021 in Cologne. During the workshops you will have the opportunity to discuss details on 
this EQA test as well as any other EQA test of BVDH. The registration form is available as download 
on www.bvdh.de. For any questions concerning the event please contact our office in Berlin, phone 
+49 30 55 95 44 11, info@bvdh.de. 
 
We are looking forward to meeting you in Cologne! 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
   

Prof. Dr. Jürgen Kunz      Dr. Eva Daumiller  

EQA Supervisor       Deputy EQA Supervisor 
and Chair of  Committee QA 
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