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Dear Colleagues, 

Once again, we would like to express our gratitude for your submissions 

to this year’s ring trial “Lab-focused Quality Assurance 2019”. We would 

like to extend particular thanks to the dedicated evaluators who readily 

aided in the assessment of the karyograms: Asta Cramer (Essen), Sonja 

Dahlum (Ulm), Ilona Dietze-Armana (Neu-Ulm), Patricia Emmerich (Ba-

den-Baden), Katrin Fröbius (Marburg), Birgitta Gläser (Freiburg), Patrizia 

Jung (Homburg), Cristiano Krings Rocha (Cologne), Marion Krüger (Nie-

derwangen/Switzerland), Anja Louis (Mannheim), Anne Pleyers (Salz-

burg/Austria), Anne Purczeld (Recklinghausen), Andreas Rätsch 

(Stuttgart), Martin Schliephacke (Giessen), Hanne Tittelbach (Nurem-

berg), Ute Werner (Zwickau), and Franco Bottini (Zürich/Switzerland). 

 

The evaluation criteria are to be found in the current version of the RiLi-

BÄK and have remained unchanged since the last run of Interlaboratory 

Quality Assurance Testing. The certificate is valid for two years. 

 

As was the unfortunate case last year, errors were made during the up-

loading of the images (karyograms and corresponding mitoses, respec-

tively). Due the missing karyograms, we were not able to reward the RiLi-

BÄK Certificate to certain cases. We ask you in the future to pay close 

attention to uploading files and saving the uploaded files, as well as to 

double-check everything before clicking ‘Submit’. In a single case, the 

quality of the banding was insufficient. Overall, we found that an in-
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creased number of defective karyograms (swapped chromosomes, upside-down chromosomes, in-

correctly separated chromosomes, etc.) were sent in this round, especially in the case of postnatal 

cytogenetics. We thus ask all parties to routinely inspect their karyograms as they concern the product 

of your diagnostic practices.  

 

To address the ring trial evaluation’s usual points: 81 laboratories participated in the RT Lab-focused 

QA Postnatal Diagnostics (compared to the previous year 79), 68 laboratories participated in the RT 

Lab-focused QA Prenatal Diagnostics – Amniotic Fluids (compared to the previous year 70), and 56 

laboratories participated in the RT Lab-focused QA Prenatal Diagnostics – CVS (compared to the 

previous year 60).  

 

Reviewers evaluated a grand total of 1,228 karyograms this year, of which the evaluated lymphocyte 

chromosomes resulted in an average banding resolution of 6.13 points (2018: 6.34 points, 2017: 6.23 

points, 2016: 6.19 points). The evaluated amniotic fluid chromosomes resulted in an average banding 

resolution of 5.62 points (2018: 5.62 points, 2017: 5.26 points, 2016: 5.47 points). The evaluated 

chorionic villi long-term culture chromosomes resulted in an average banding resolution of 4.72 points 

(2018: 4.39 points, 2017: 4.40 points, 2016: 4.43 points).  

 

In particular, the evaluation of the chorionic villi long-term culture chromosomes demonstrated a sig-

nificantly increased higher banding resolution. The postnatal cytogenic chromosomes showed a con-

sistently high average in regards to the chromosome resolution. Using the website www.bvdh-ringver-

suche.de you will be able to see your assigned Case ID in the table after logging in under ‘Ring Trials 

– completed’. From there you may download the results, within which you may find your results (three 

lines, one line for each submitted month) under the aforementioned Case ID. 

 

If you have any questions, or if you are interested as serving as an assessor in the future, please do 

not hesitate to contact Mrs. Brandt at the coordination office, either via telephone (+49 2403 838054) 

or e-mail (brandt@bvdh.de). 

 

If you have any complaints regarding the ring trial in general or objections against your evaluation 

result, you are welcome to submit your complaint in text or written form to the Coordination Office 

(brandt@bvdh.de) before 27 September 2019.  

 
Yours sincerely,  

     

Prof. Dr. Jürgen Kunz   Dr. Eva Daumiller   Susanne Brandt  

Ring Trial Supervisor   Deputy RT Supervisor   Coordination Office QA 
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